Protecting Heritage Resources in the Nunavik
Marine Region
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Archaeology Department (1985)

Mandate: /dentify, study, protect and preserve Nunavik's archaeological heritage.

*  Research projects: archaeological investigations, community archaeology, field-
schools.

*  Archaeological services: municipal and regional organizations, government
bodies, universities, private companies; preventive archaeology, salvage
excavations, potential studies, archaeological impact assessments, survey, etc.
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Archaeological remains are irreplaceable and non-renewable
cultural resources.

The identification, recovery and interpretation of
archaeological information is carried out using scientific
research methods.

Regulations exists to protect archaeological resources.

Cultural Heritage Act.
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and recommendations relating to heritage resources in the NMR. Ottawa
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Pujjunaq (Mansel Island)

Artifacts on surface

Tuniit dwellings, Inuit Qarmait

>50 graves in the central valley
Tasialuup Kuunga’s Eroding slope
110 sites documented

<25% island surveyed/documented
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Concerns

Archaeological sites are invaluable traces of an unwritten past.
For much of Nunavik’s 4000 years of human occupation, there is
no written record. The only concrete information we have comes
from archaeological remains, which are non-renewable cultural
resources. This record is fragile and must be protected to keep
the information safe for future generations.

We are concerned that tourism activities in the NMR can pose a
threat to archaeological resources. Thousands of cruise ship
tourists visit the NMR every summer. Artifacts are often lying on
the surface, especially for older sites — they can easily be picked
up as souvenirs. Many sites are too fragile to support so many
visitors walking over and around them.
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Rhoda Kokiapik — Executive Director

akuuku@avataq.qc.ca

Susan Lofthouse — Research Advisor

susanlofthouse@avataq.qc.ca

Elsa Cencig — Archaeology Dept. Director
elsacencig@avataqg.qc.ca

Nunatop [Place Names Project]
nunatop@avatag.qgc.ca
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