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Nunaingok (JcDe-1), 1988.

Qikirtajuaq (JeGn-2), 2013.Tikiraalujjuaq (IiEj-5), 2018.

Quaqtaq (JgEj-3), 1985.
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Archaeology Department (1985)
Mandate: Identify, study, protect and preserve Nunavik's archaeological heritage.

• Research projects: archaeological investigations, community archaeology, field-
schools.

• Archaeological services: municipal and regional organizations, government
bodies, universities, private companies; preventive archaeology, salvage 
excavations, potential studies, archaeological impact assessments, survey, etc.

ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᓂᒧᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᕝᕕᒃ (1985)
ᑎᓕᔭᐅᒪᐅᑎᖓ: ᓇᓗᓀᕐᓗᒋᑦ, ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓗᓂ, ᓴᐳᒻᒥᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᕕᒻᒥ ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᕿᒻᒪᖁᓯᐊᓂᒃ. 

• ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᒧᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᑕᐅᔪᑦ: ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒐᓱᐊᕐᓂᖅ, ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ
ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᓂᖅ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕖᑦ. 

• ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᓂᒧᑦ ᐱᑦᔪᔨᒍᑏᑦ: ᑲᕙᒫᐱᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᓕᒫᓂ ᑎᒥᐅᔪᑦ, ᑲᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ
ᑎᒥᖁᑎᖏᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕕᕐᔪᐊᑦ, ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓃᑦ; ᓱᒃᑯᑎᑦᓯᑌᓕᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᓂᖅ, ᐱᐅᓕᑦᓯᒐᓱᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᓴᒡᒐᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕕᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᓖᑦ, 
ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᓂᒧᑦ ᓱᕐᕃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖅ, ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓃᑦ, ᐊᓯᖏᓪᓗ. 

Aivirtuuq (JiEv-15), 2011. Qikirtajuaq (JeGn-2), 2013.



Archaeological remains are irreplaceable and non-renewable 
cultural resources. 

The identification, recovery and interpretation of 
archaeological information is carried out using scientific 
research methods.

Regulations exists to protect archaeological resources. 

Cultural Heritage Act. 

ᑐᓂᕐᑌᑦ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᖏᑦᑐᑦᐊᒻᒪᓗᓄᑕᐅᓯᓕᕈᓐᓇᕋᑎᓪᓗ

ᐃᓗᕐᖁᓯᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᑐᓭᑦ. 

ᓇᓗᓀᒃᑯᑕᖏᑦ, ᐋᕐᕿᓱᕐᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ

ᑐᑭᓯᓇᕐᓯᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓄᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᒪᑎᑦᓯᒍᑏᑦ

ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᑐᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᓱᑯᐃᔦᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕈᑏᑦ.

ᒪᓕᒉᑦ ᓄᐃᑕᔪᑦ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᑕᐅᔪᑦᓴᓂᒃ. 

ᐃᓗᕐᖁᓯᕐᒧᑦ ᕿᒻᒪᖁᓯᐊᓄᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᖅ.

JlGu-3, Pujjunaq (Mansel Is.), 2017.JlGu-3, Pujjunaq (Mansel Is.), 2017.

IgEg-3, Aullassivik, 2022.IgEg-3, Aullassivik, 2022.

JlGv-21, Pujjunaq (Mansel Is.), 2017.JhEv-1, Qajartalik, Qikirtaaluk, Kangiqsujuaq, 2019.
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Makivvik, 2004.

Nunavik Inuit Land Claims Agreement [NILCA] 

Avataq is recognized as the Makivvik Corporation Designated Organization 
(MDO) for overseeing archaeological resources in the Nunavik Marine 
Region.

Article 20 – Archaeology
• Requires that Avataq, as MDO, be kept informed on legislation and 

regulation related to archaeology in the NMR.
• Our role is considered analogous to that of Inuit Heritage Trust in 

Nunavut.
In this role, Avataq reviews applications to NMRIRB and provides feedback 
and recommendations relating to heritage resources in the NMR.

ᓄᓇᕕᒻᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᑖᕈᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎ

ᐊᕙᑕᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓕᑕᕆᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᒪᑭᕝᕕᑯᓄᑦ ᑎᓕᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᓚᖓᓪᓗᑎᒃ

ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᓂᒥᒃ ᓄᓇᕕᐅᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᓂ.

ᑎᑎᕋᐅᑎ 20 - ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᓂᖅ

• ᐊᕙᑕᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᐅᑎᖓ, MDO-ᒃᑯᑎᒍᑦ, ᑐᓴᐅᒪᑎᑕᐅᖏᓐᓇᓗᑎᒃ

ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐊᖑᔪᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᒪᓕᒐᑦᓴᓂᓪᓗ ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕕᐅᑉ

ᑕᕆᐊᖓᓂ (NMR)

• ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᑕᕗᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᑐᒻᒪᕆᓪᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ

ᓇᐅᑦᓯᖅᑐᖅᑏᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ

ᐱᔭᑦᓴᓂᒃ, ᐊᕙᑕᒃᑯᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᖃᑕᐅᕗᑦ NMRIRB-ᑯᓄᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᓱᒪᕆᔭᒥᓂᒃ

ᖃᓄᐃᓘᖁᔨᓂᕐᒥᓗ ᐃᑦᓴᓂᑕᖃᕐᕕᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕕᐅᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᓂ
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Pujjunaq (Mansel Island)

• Artifacts on surface
• Tuniit dwellings, Inuit Qarmait
• >50 graves in the central valley
• Tasialuup Kuunga’s Eroding slope
• 110 sites documented 
• <25% island surveyed/documented

ᐳᑦᔪᓇᖅ

• ᑐᓂᕐᑌᑦ ᓄᓇᐅᑉ ᖄᖓᓂ

• ᑐᓃᑦ ᐃᓪᓗᖁᑎᖏᑦ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᕐᒪᖏᑦ

• 50-ᑦ ᐃᓗᕖᑦ ᓇᕐᓴᖓᓂ

• ᑕᓯᐊᓘᑉ ᑰᖓ ᑲᑕᕋᓕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᖑᓕᕐᓂᖓ

• 110 ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᕖᑦ ᓇᓗᓀᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ
• 25-ᐳᓴᒧᑦ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᐅᑉ

ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᖅ/ᓇᓗᓀᕐᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᖅ

JlGv-21, Pujjunaq, 2014. JlGu-3, Pujjunaq, 2017.

JlGu-3, Pujjunaq, 2017. JlGu-4, Pujjunaq, 2014.
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KcFs-2, Nuvuk, Ivujivik, 2009.JiEw-8, Uvirtuuq, Kangiqsujuaq, 2019.JlGv-21, Pujjunaq, 2014.

Concerns

Archaeological sites are invaluable traces of an unwritten past. 
For much of Nunavik’s 4000 years of human occupation, there is 
no written record. The only concrete information we have comes 
from archaeological remains, which are non-renewable cultural 
resources. This record is fragile and must be protected to keep 
the information safe for future generations.

We are concerned that tourism activities in the NMR can pose a 
threat to archaeological resources. Thousands of cruise ship 
tourists visit the NMR every summer. Artifacts are often lying on 
the surface, especially for older sites – they can easily be picked 
up as souvenirs. Many sites are too fragile to support so many 
visitors walking over and around them. 

ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑏᑦ

ᐃᑦᓴᓂᑕᖃᕐᕖᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᕗᑦ ᑌᑦᓱᒪᓂᓂᑕᓂᒃ ᑐᑭᓯᕆᐊᓪᓚᒍᑎᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ. 
ᓄᓇᕕᐅᑉ 4000-ᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖃᓕᕐᑎᓗᒍ, ᓇᓗᓀᕐᑕᐅᒪᕋᑕᖕᖏᓚᖅ. 
ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᒍᓐᓇᐅᑎᑐᐊᕗᑦ ᐃᑦᓴᓂᑕᖃᕐᕕᓂᑦ ᐱᓯᒪᕗᑦ. ᑖᓐᓇᖃᐅᔨᒪᐅᑎᕗᑦ

ᓱᕐᕋᒍᐊᕐᑑᒪᑦ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᕆᐊᖃᕐᓗᒍ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᒐᑦᓴᖅ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖕᖏᑐᒦᖁᓪᓗᒍ

ᑭᖑᔮᑦᓴᑎᓐᓄᑦ.

ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᖃᕐᒥᔪᒍᑦ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᒥ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓄᖓᐊᑦᑐᑕᐅᒍᑎᒃ

ᓱᒃᑯᕙᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ. 1000-ᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᐅᒥᐅᕐᔪᐊᑯᑦ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᑏᑦ
ᑕᑯᕆᐊᕐᐸᒪᑕ ᓄᓇᕕᐅᑉ ᑕᕆᐊᖓᓂᐅᐱᖕᖓᑕᒫᑦ. ᐱᖁᑎᑐᙯᑦ ᓄᐃᑕᒻᒪᑕ
ᓄᓇᐅᑉ ᖃᖓᓂ, ᑌᑦᓱᒪᓂᓂᑕᓗᐊᖕᖑᐊᑦ - ᐱᔭᐅᒍᓐᓇᒪᑕ ᑕᑯᕚᕐᑕᕆᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ. 
ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᐃᑦᓴᓂᑌᑦ ᓴᖕᖐᑐᑐᖃᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᐅᐸᑦᑕᐅᔪᑦᓴᐅᖏᑦᓱᑎᒃ

ᐱᓱᕝᕕᐅᔪᑦᓴᐅᖏᑦᓱᑎᓪᓗ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᑎᓄᑦ.



Rhoda Kokiapik – Executive Director
akuuku@avataq.qc.ca

Susan Lofthouse – Research Advisor
susanlofthouse@avataq.qc.ca

Elsa Cencig – Archaeology Dept. Director
elsacencig@avataq.qc.ca

Nunatop [Place Names Project]
nunatop@avataq.qc.ca
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IiHc-7, Pamialluq, Arviliit (Ottawa Islands), 2022.
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