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All kinds of seasons: articulating Labrador Inuit
governance through crafting a seasonal calendar

Rachacl Cadman o, Michelle Saunders', Chaim Andersen, Breanna Bishop 0+,
Elizabeth Tuglavina', Jessica Winters', Megan Bailey', Rodd Laing, Eric Olive

Carla Pamale’, Liz Pijogse’,
. and Jim Goudie"

“Marine Affairs Program, Dalhousie University, NS, Canada: L Canada:
Dalhousie University, NS, Canads; ‘St John's, Independent Artist, N, Canads
Rachael dmangdales)
Abstract
Inuit worked with: patterns, ke pred ; ocean
Monit a st

relationships have supported Inuit as they have responded to environmental conditions through generations. This has in-
formed a unique understanding of seasonal change thatis reflective of Inuit knowledge and relationships to land, water, and

tion between Inuit and rtists, and knowledge hold for Nunatsiavut
that it ot only of harvested year, but that also depiets a Lbrador Inuit
afthe I x a participatory process designed

by the Nunatsiavut Government to inform spatial planning in the marine environment of nosthern Labrador. The resulting

calendar expresses an of the seasons as to life and wellbeing in Nunatsiavut. The

calendar can be used to reframe Federal and Provincial i policies, such ons f
0 align with N 8

Key wonds: arts-based methods, Inuit Knowledge, phenol J change

Introduction

When seals were getting handy; a whole Lot of gulls would come
arounc, Anl i the fall, when the oxes were hands, crows would come
around They used to let us know when animals were near” (Zack
Torasak, Hopedale)

The quote above was recorded by Carol Brice Bennett in
her anthropologieal worlk Our Eoctprints are Everywhere (1977),
gathered for the Labrador Inuit Association during the nego-
tations for the Labrador Inuit Lind Claim Agreement which
led Nunatsiavut in 2005, Nunatsiavut
is an Inuit territory in Inuit Nunangat, the Inuit homelands
on the lands known to some as Canada. These words from
Inuit Knowledge holder Zack Torarak express how Inui life
and liveliboods are deeply connected to seasanal change.
northern Labrador, Inuit were traditionally nomadic, foll
ing Arctic char, harp seal. aribou herds, and beluga migr:
tions across the mountains, ocean, and islands in the region
(Brice Bennett etal. 2023), Even after Labrador Inuit were re-
ractices a

cultural setivities have persisteds to this day, families return
o their ancestral harvesting places in the winters and sum-
mers (Oberndorfer et al. 2017; Cadman, Snook. et al. 2023).

Avelc Scence 11: 1-13 (2025) | dedol o0, 130as- 20260037

Seasons and seasonal change have long dictated the so-
cial activities of Labrador Inuit, and are the measure around
which life, harvesting, and family are organized (Woollett
2007). As such. seasans are a foundational part of Inuit
Kaowledge Systems, a logic through which lnuit maintain
a relationship to the Land. To convey the placebased nu.
ances of these changes 1o non-local audiences, many com:
munities across louit Nunangat have created seasonal cal
s that depict regionally specific climatic and
cal change (see, for example. a recently released calendar
from Travel
rall-seasons)). Observations and communication of seasonal
change are essential for safety and wellbeing on the Land,
but these observations embody much more than environ.
‘mental knowledge: they are indicative of a particular expe-
rience and conceptualization of time, embedded in 3 unique
cosmology, epistemology. and ontology (Aporta 2016). Thus,
these calendars can be read not merely as communicating
observations Inuit
overnance—of the logic, relationships, and rules that gov-
ern Inuit lfe (Chanteloup et al. 2018; Middleton et al 2020;
Salusky e al. 2022).
Calendars are ways of structuring our experience of time
embedded in a particular soeio-cultural context, which can

B
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