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Since 2009 … MSP objectives have changed and expanded

Smith, J.L. 2026. Unpublished. The Nature Conservancy 



MSP Typology is on a continuum – not ‘one size fits all’
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Adapted from: Smith, J.L. 2018. Options for Adopting Marine Spatial Planning In: Cervigni, R. and P. L 
Scandizzo, Editors. The Ocean Economy in Mauritius. Making it Happen. Making it Last. World Bank. 329 pp. 
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1. Approved governance structures. Buy-in for governance is 
critical for progress, to make decisions, and to finish.

2. Transparency and communication. Sharing information is 
important for discussions and evidence-based decisions. Use 
multiple platforms. 

3. Knowledge and information. Integrate multiple knowledge 
sources, decision support tools, maps, planning tools and 
scenarios.

4. Build trust. Develop durable mechanisms for meaningful 
engagement within the planning teams and with communities. 

5. Data and Visioning. Explore the numerous options and the value 
that spatial data can bring to support key decisions. 

Insights from global MSP



Map and analyse marine features, species, human uses.

QR Code SMSP Atlas

QR Code SMSP Plan



Example: Climate change risk mapping in Seychelles
Spatial analyses identified key areas for climate refugia

Persistently warm areas Persistently cool areas
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Z o n e  1  A re a  B o u n d a r y

Label Zone UTM_Easting UTM_Northing
  14   39       750,067.36      9,398,310.33
  15   39       750,067.36      9,402,535.58
  16   39       755,972.20      9,402,535.58
  17   39       755,972.20      9,398,310.33
  18   39       741,163.01      9,366,928.97
  19   39       741,452.63      9,395,235.43
  20   39       754,463.26      9,395,105.46
  21   39       754,176.23      9,366,793.25
  30   39       717,289.79      9,296,478.68
  31   39       692,121.55      9,317,384.30
  32   39       726,891.98      9,352,899.74
  33   39       739,566.43      9,319,129.34
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Climate change refugia identified key location for a new MPA 

The Seychelles MSP zoning design included an MPA 
with persistently cool temperatures in the Amirantes 
Group – a 1,000 km2 climate refugia site. 



6. Set clear objectives. MSP can address many goals – don’t try 
to do everything in the first Plan.

7. Champions. Find and support champions for the MSP. 

8. Equity and people. Create safe spaces for engagement and 
equitable access to inform the planning process. Balance 
benefits and impacts. Marine plans take time; patience and 
persistence is needed. Give stakeholders time to review 
information and provide inputs. 

9. Learn from others. Gather lessons learned from MSP around 
the world

10. Keep moving forward. Establish deadlines, commit to meeting 
them.  

Insights from global MSP



MSP is about places

Photo: Chris Mason-Parker, Seychelles



MSP is about people 

Photo: Seychelles Marine Spatial Plan
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Thank you! 
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